CHAPTER XIX

THE  MASTER OF  DESTINIES

HISTORY shows that throughout twenty-five centuries,
whenever Persia was in greatest need, one of her sons
arose to deliver her from oppression and from the rapacity
and greed of insatiable rulers. Such a one is Riza Pahlevi,,
who began as a trooper guarding a foreign legation in
Teheran. By sheer ability he had risen to be a colonel of
cavalry when Dunsterforce passed on the way to the
Caucasus in 1918.

The coup d'gtdt was organized by one Seyd Zia-ed-Din el
Tabatabai, a remarkable dreamer of about thirty. He
knew that the Cossacks at Kazvin were to relieve troops
which had been corrupted by the pleasures and latitude
of the metropolis. Instead of a small force, more than two
thousand marched on Teheran. At their head rode Riza.
Seyd Zia met him at the city gates. Then and there they
publicly declared their intention of supplanting those who
were exploiting the country from personal motives. The
Shah and his court feared a Bolshevist movement, so to
some extent they were relieved when the revolutionary
party declared that they sought to oppose Bolshevism.
Nevertheless, the troops in Teheran were ordered to contest
their entrance, but as soon as they saw the strength and
purpose of the Cossacks, they joined them, seizing police
headquarters and displaying marked military enthusiasm*

Colonel Riza Khan was soon appointed commander-
in-chief with the title of Sirdar Sipah. Then he became
Minister for War, gradually ousting the less practical
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